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Being a Friend Indeed: 

Hosting the Sagarmitra Abhiyan Session  

Pune, Maharashtra | November 12th, 2022 

 

On November 12th, 2022, S.B. Patil Public School organised the Sagarmitra Abhiyaan 

session for the students of Grades VI to XI. A near-680 students partook in the event which 

involved collecting dry plastic waste. 

 

Leading the session was Mr. Vinod Bodhankar, the founder of the Sagarmitra Abhiyan. 

He specifically oriented grade VII students. Here he explained the types of plastic, those 

which are recyclable, and the recycled products, 

 

This collaboration is an ongoing event and experience wherein dry 

plastic waste is collected every month and sent in for recycling. In 

January, the students collected 37kgs of waste plastic and sent it for 

recycling. 

 

The objective of this event was to identify main barriers or difficulties 

faced in reducing plastic waste from household garbage. This activity 

also shed light on the difficulty faced in segregating plastic waste from 

mixed trash and residual waste streams. 

 

The activity helped inspire students to be active participants in 

conserving the environment; to understand the importance of 

recycling and minimising the consumption of plastic products; use 

plastic materials only when in dire need; realise why plastic should not 

end up in land-fills; understand the ill-effects of plastic on marine eco-

systems; and to promote and conserve marine resources for the future 

of the planet and its living beings. 

 

By the end of the session, students were immensely impacted positively. They learned, understood and promised 

to practice recycling and minimising the use of plastic; segregating the different types of waste - plastic waste, 

e- waste, biodegradable waste, etc.; and encourage and motivate others to be true friends of ocean and nature 

itself. 

 

We thank the principal, Dr. Bindu Saini; and vice principal, Ms. Padmavati Banda for helping us organise this 

event. We also thank section coordinator, Ms. Vandana Sangle for collaborating with Mr. Bodhankar and 

commencing this initiative in our school. We are also gracious to the faculty members: Ms. Darshana Kamat, Ms. 

Anjali Gugale, and Ms. Varsha Deshmukh for hosting this event so successfully. 


